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Greetings from London, England, where the weather is miserable (typically British - cold, 
windy, and rainy), but the reception and response of our fellow-believers is heart- 
warming. 

Last Sabbath we had a marvellous rally at the Wembley North SDA Church. The sanctuary 
that seats about 300 person, was packed with standing room in the morning, and 
comfortably full in the afternoon. Contrary to some of our Adventist American churches, 
where few members attend the afternoon meetings, in England we can expect a full 
house in the afternoon. The reason is that most of our members come to church to be 
informed and inspired, no merely to be entertained 

Last Sabbath afternoon after the two and half hour program consisting of Cristina 
Piccardi's Sacred Songs and my 90 minutes lecture on the latest Sabbath/Sunday 
developments, I was ready to seat down, especially because I felt weakened by the latest 
chemo infusion of 10 days ago. But when Pastor Michael Anim asked me if I would 
entertain a few questions. I could hardly say "no" to such a receptive and responsive 
congregation. And so we went on for another half-an-hour. Surprisingly, very few people 
left. Most members (largely professional young adults) stayed on until the very end and 
after the Sabbath were most eager to purchase our publications and recordings. 

We look forward to a similar experience this Wednesday evening, September 10, at the 
Stanborough Park SDA Church and next Sabbath, September 13, at the llford SDA church. 
You are welcomed to join us if you live in London, 

The Question of Worship Music 

One of the question we often discuss both in the US and in the UK, is "worship music." 
This past weekend was not an exception. The controversy over the use of loud rock bands, 
which began in American Adventist Churches, has reached our British Adventist Churches 
as well, creating considerable divisions in our congregations 



For me the problem is not only Biblical, but also medical, because at the moment of 
writing this newsletter, both of my eardrums are hurting badly. Sitting on the platform 
next to huge loud-speakers that blast out 120-130 decibel sound, is truly a painful physical 
experience forme. 

At this point, I am debating what to do. Should I excuse myself during the Praise Service 
when a rock band produces deafening noise? Or should I put one some earplugs during 
the duration of the Praise Service? I never thought that preaching in some congregations 
could endanger my health, but this is becoming a stark reality that I need to face. 

In discussing the problem privately with pastors and church leaders, I am constantly 
reminded that the defenders of loud rock bands in the church, appeal to the admonition 
to "make a joyful noise unto the Lord"— a phrase that occurs with slight variations seven 
times in the KJV version of the Old Testament (Ps 66:1; 81:1; 95:1-2; 98:4, 6; 100:1). The 
argument is that the Bible sanctions the "joyful noise" produced by instruments like rock 
bands, because their intent is to praise the Lord. 

The friendly and constructive discussions I have had on the biblical admonition "to make a 
joyful noise unto the Lord," has inspired me to take a closer look at these Bible texts. 
Simply stated, the question we wish to address is: Does a joyful noise praises the Lord? Is 
the Lord pleased to hear incoherent joyful noises produced by instruments and singing? 

We shall attempt to answer these question, by looking first at the importance of singing in 
the Bible and second at the manner of singing. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF SINGING IN THE BIBLE 

The importance of music in the Bible is indicated by the fact that God's creative and 
redemptive activities are accompanied and celebrated by music. At creation we are told 
that "the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy" (Job 38:7). 
At the incarnation, the heavenly choir sang: "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among men with whom he is pleased!" (Luke 2:14). 

At the final consummation of redemption, the great multitude of the redeemed will sing: 
"Hallelujah ! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give 
him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it 
was granted her to be clothed with fine linen, bright and pure" (Rev 19:6-8). 



The Singing of Creation 

The response of the natural world to the majestic glory of God's created works is often 
expressed in terms of singing. This clearly shows that singing is something which God 
welcomes and in which He delights. Numerous examples show God's creation being 
invited to sing praises to God. 

"Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it; let 
the fields be jubilant, and everything in them. Then all the trees of the forest will sing for 
joy; they will sing before the Lord" (Ps 96:11-12; NIV). "Let the rivers clap their hands, let 
the mountains sing together for joy; let them sing before the Lord" (Ps 98:8-9; NIV). 
"Praise the Lord, all his works everywhere in his dominion" (Ps 103:22; NIV). 

We read about the birds singing because God provides them with water (Ps 104:12). The 
heavens, the lower parts of the earth, the mountains, the forest, and every tree breaks 
forth into singing unto the Lord (Is 44:23). The wilderness, the cities, and the inhabitants 
of the rock sing and give glory to God (Is 42:1-12). Even the desert shall blossom and 
"rejoice with joy and singing" (Is 35:2). 

All these metaphorical allusions to the animated and inanimate creation singing and 
shouting praises to God indicate that music is something that God ordains and desires. If 
these were the only references in the Bible, they would be sufficient for us to know that 
music, especially singing, has an important place and purpose in God's universe. 

Human Singing 

More wonderful than all of nature singing is the invitation extended to human beings to 
sing. "O Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 
salvation!" (Ps 95:1). "Sing praises to the Lord, O you his saints, and give thanks to his holy 
name" (Ps 30:4). "Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his 
wonderful works to the children of men" (Ps 107:8; KJV). Jesus once said that if people 
would not praise Him, "the very stones would cry out (Luke 19:40). 

The Bible specifically mentions that singing should be directed to God. Its purpose is not 
personal gratification, but God's glorification. Moses said to the people: "I will sing to the 
Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously" (Ex 15:1). David declared: "I will extol thee, O Lord, 
among the nations, and sing praises to thy name" (2 Sam 22:50). Similarly, Paul exhorts 



the believers to sing and make melody "to the Lord with all your heart" (Eph 5:19). God 
and the praising of His people are so wrapped up together that God Himself is identified 
as "my song": "The Lord is my strength and my song" (Ex 15:2). 

Music in the Bible is not only for God, it is also from God. It is God's gift to the human 
family. In praising God for His deliverance, David says: "He put a new song in my mouth, a 
hymn of praise to our God" (Ps 40:3. NIV). Thus, music can be inspired by God, just as His 
Holy Word. A telling proof is the fact that the longest book of the Bible is Psalms— the 
hymn book of God's people in Bible times. This means that sacred music is not only a 
human artistic expression. We may differ on the style or types of music, but no Christian 
can legitimately be opposed to music per se, because music is part of God's gracious 
provision for the human family. 

Music Essential to the Total Human Weil-Being 

The first statement that we find in the Bible on any given subject has a foundational value. 
This seems to be true also in the case of music. Only a few generations from Adam and 
Eve, the Bible tells us that three sons were born to Lamech and his two wives, Adah and 
Zillah. Each son is introduced as "the founding father" of a basic profession. "Adah bore 
Jabal; he was the father of those who dwell in tents and have cattle. His brother's name 
was Jubal; he was the father of all those who play the lyre and pipe. Zillah bore Tubal-cain; 
he was the forger of all instruments of bronze and iron" (Gen 4:20-22). 

It is evident that these three brothers were the founding fathers of three different 
professions. The first was a farmer and the third a toolmaker. Both agriculture and 
industry are essential to human existence. Sandwiched between the two is the musical 
profession of the middle brother. The implication seems to be that human beings are 
called, not only to produce and consume food and goods, but also to enjoy aesthetic 
beauty, such as music. 

The American classical pianist Sam Totman sees in this verse an indication of God's 
provision for aesthetic human needs, besides the physical and material ones. He writes: 
"Here, within the compass of but a few verses, God reveals that the provision of man's 
material needs is not enough; in addition, man must have an outlet for his aesthetic 
sensitivities. Even from the beginning music was more than a mere pastime which could 
be viewed as something pleasant but essentially unnecessary. Simply stated, God has 
created in man a certain aesthetic need which can be best satisfied in music, and in his 
love and wisdom he has provided for this need." 



From a biblical perspective, music is not merely something potentially enjoyable. It is a gift 
provided by God to fully meet human needs. The very existence of music should give us 
reason to praise God for lovingly providing us with a gift through which we can express 
our gratitude to Him, while experiencing delight within ourselves. 

The Reason for Singing 

In the Bible religious music is God-centered, not self-centered. The notion of praising the 
Lord for entertainment or amusement is foreign to the Bible. No "Jewish" or "Christian" 
music concerts were performed by bands or singing artists at the Temple, synagogue, or 
Christian churches. Religious music was not an end to itself, but as a means to praise God 
by chanting His Word. An amazing recent discovery, discussed later, is that the entire Old 
Testament was originally intended to be chanted (sung). 

Singing in the Bible is not for personal pleasure nor for reaching out to the Gentiles with 
tunes familiar to them. It is to praise God by chanting His Word— a method known as 
"cantillation." Pleasure in singing comes not from a rhythmic beat that stimulates people 
physically, but from the very experience of praising the Lord. "Praise the Lord, for the Lord 
is good; sing praise to his name, for that is pleasant" (Ps 135:3; NIV). "How good it is to 
sing praises to our God, how pleasant and fitting to praise him" (Ps 147:1. NIV). 

Singing unto the Lord is "good" and "pleasant," because it enables believers to express to 
Him their joy and gratitude for the blessings of creation, deliverance, protection, and 
salvation. Singing is seen in the Bible as an offering of thanksgiving to the Lord for His 
goodness and blessings. This concept is expressed especially in Psalm 69:30-31: "I will 
praise God's name in song and glorify him with thanksgiving. This will please the Lord 
more than an ox, more than a bull with its horns and hoofs" (NIV). 

The notion that singing praises to the God is better than sacrifice reminds us of a similar 
concept, namely, that obedience is better than sacrifice (1 Sam 15:22). Singing praises to 
God by chanting His Word is not only a pleasant experience; it is also a means of grace to 
the believer. Through singing, believers offer to God a worship of praise, enabling them to 
receive His enabling grace. 



THE MANNER OF SINGING IN THE BIBLE 

To fulfill its intended function, singing must express joy, gladness, and thanksgiving. "Sing 
to the Lord with thanksgiving" (Ps 147:7). "I will praise thee with the harp for thy 
faithfulness, O my God; I will sing praises to thee with the lyre, O Holy One of Israel. My 
lips will shout for joy, when I sing praises to thee" (Ps 71:22-23). Note that singing is 
accompanied by the harp and lyre (often called psaltery— Ps 144:9; 33:2; 33:3), and not 
with percussion instruments. The reason, as noted in Chapter 6, is that string instruments 
blend with the human voice without supplanting it. 

In numerous places the Bible indicates that our singing should be emotional with joy and 
gladness. We are told that the Levites "sang praises with gladness, and they bowed down 
and worshipped" (2 Chron 29:30). Singing should be done not only with gladness but also 
with the whole heart. "I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart" (Ps 9:1). If we 
follow this biblical principle, then our singing of hymns or praise songs in church should be 
joyful and enthusiastic. 

To sing enthusiastically, it is necessary for the grace of God to be applied to the believer's 
heart (Col 3:16). Without divine love and grace in the heart, singing becomes as a 
sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal (1 Cor 13:1). The person who has experienced the 
transforming power of God's grace (Eph 4:24) can testify that the Lord has "put a new 
song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God" (Ps 40:3). 

The music of an unconverted, rebellious heart is to God an irritating noise. Because of 
their disobedience, God said to the children of Israel, "Take away from me the noise of 
your songs" (Am 5:23). This statement is relevant in a day of loud amplification of pop 
music. What pleases God is not the volume of the music, but the condition of the heart. 

"Make a Joyful Noise unto the Lord" 

The reference to the volume of the music reminds us of the admonition to "make a joyful 
noise unto the Lord"— a phrase that occurs with slight variations seven times in the KJV 
version of the Old Testament (Ps 66:1; 81:1; 95:1-2; 98:4, 6; 100:1). These verses are 
often used to defend the use of loud rock music in the church. 

I have preached in churches where the music of the band was amplified at such high 
decibels that my eardrums were in pain for several days afterwards. This is the price I 
sometimes have to pay for preaching the Word of God in those churches that have 



introduced music bands with high-power amplification systems. Sometimes their huge 
speakers are placed right on the platform close to the ears of the preacher. 

The defense for the use of deafening sound in the church service is that God does not 
really care about how we sound, as long as we make a joyful noise unto Him. Since rock 
bands with their electronic equipment produce a powerful, thundering loud noise, it is 
alleged that God is made very happy by such "joyful noise." 

Before examining those Bible texts where the phrases "joyful noise" or "loud noise" 
appear in some mistaken translations, it is important to remember that in Bible times 
there was no electronic amplification. What was loud in Bible times, would be very normal 
today. The volume of music produced by the human voice or musical instruments without 
amplification does not increase in proportion of the number of participants. 

Ten trumpets do not make ten times the noise or volume of one trumpet. In his book on 
the Psychology of Music, Carl Seashore devotes an entire chapter to the subject of 
volume. He writes: "The addition of one or more tones of the same intensity tends to 
increase the total intensity in the volume, but only to a slight degree. For example, if we 
have a piano tone of 50 decibels and we add to that another tone of the same intensity, 
the combined effect will be about 53 decibels. If we add a third tone, the total intensity is 
likely to be 55 decibels. Thus the addition to the total intensity decreases with the 
number of units combined; and in every case the increase is small in comparison with the 
original intensity of one element." 

What this means is that the singers that David appointed to "offer praises to the Lord 
with the instruments" (1 Chron 23:5) could produce at most a sound volume of about 70 
or 80 decibels, because they had no amplification possibilities. The usual choir was rather 
small, consisting of a minimum of 12 adult male singers, accompanied by few string 
instruments. The level of volume depended on the distance between the singers and the 
congregation. By contrast, today a four-man rock group with the right amplification 
system can output a sound power in the 130-140 decibel level, which can upstage a jumbo 
jet at takeoff. 

The "loud noise" in Bible times was not loud enough to harm people physically. Today the 
possibility of being hurt by excessive volume is a constant possibility, as I have personally 
experienced in several occasions. "Most ear doctors say that we should not listen to 
anything above the 90 decibels on the sound scale. Many rock music groups, both secular 
and Christian, play at 120-125 decibel level! (Keep in mind that the SST Concord 



Supersonic jet hit just over 130 decibels when it was operational) 'Your bodies are the 
temple of the Holy Spirit' (1 Cor 6:19). Certainly that text is applicable to this point. We are 
to be good stewards of our eardrums, too." 

Does Loud Noise Praise God? 

Do those Bible texts that speak about making "a joyful noise" or "a loud noise" unto the 
Lord teach us that God is pleased with the excessive amplification of the human voice or 
musical instruments during the worship service? Hardly so. This conclusion is largely 
drawn from a mistranslation of the original Hebrew terms commonly translated as 
"noise." In his book, The Rise of Music in the Ancient World, Curt Sachs answers this 
question: "How did ancient Jews sing? Did they actually cry at the top of their voices? 
Some students have tried to make us believe that such was the case, and they particularly 
refer to several psalms that allegedly bear witness of singing in fortissimo. But I suspect 
them of drawing from translations rather than from the original." 

The phrase "make a joyful noise" is a mistranslation of the Hebrew ruwa. The term does 
not mean to make an indiscriminate loud noise, but to shout for joy. The God of biblical 
revelation does not delight in loud noise per se, but in joyful melodies. A good example is 
found in Job 38:7 where the same word ruwa is used to describe the sons of God who 
"shouted for joy" at creation. The singing of the heavenly beings at creation can hardly be 
characterized as "loud noise," because "noise" presupposes unintelligible sound. 

The mistranslation of ruwa as "noise" has been caught by the translators of the New 
International Version (NIV), where the term is consistently translated as "shout for joy" 
rather than "make a joyful noise." For example, in the KJV Psalm 98:4 reads: "Make a 
joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth: make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise." 
Note the more rational translation found in the NIV: "Shout for joy to the Lord, all the 
earth, burst into jubilant song with music" (Ps 98:4). There is a world of difference 
between "making a loud noise unto the Lord," and "shouting for joy" or "bursting into 
jubilant song." Singing jubilantly with the full volume of the human voice is not noise 
making, but an enthusiastic expression of praise. 

Another self-evident example of mistranslation is found in Psalm 33:3 which in the KJV 
reads: "Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise." The latter phrase is 
contradictory, because music skillfully played can hardly be described as "loud noise." 
One wonders why the translators of the KJV did not see the contradiction. The NIV 
correctly renders the verse: 



"Sing to him a new song; play skillfully, and shout for joy" (Ps 33:3). 

Two Old Testament references indicate that sometimes music can degenerate into noise 
making. The first reference is found in Amos 5:23 where God rebukes the unfaithful 
Israelites: "Take away from me the noise of your songs; to the melody of your harps I will 
not listen." A similar warning is found in Ezekiel's prophecy against Tyre: "And I will cause 
the noise of thy songs to cease; and the sound of thy harps shall be no more heard" 
(Ezek 26:13). 

In both texts the word "noise" correctly translates the Hebrew hamown, which occurs 
eighty times in the Old Testament and is commonly translated as "noise" or "tumult." The 
NIV correctly uses the word "noisy": "I will put an end to your noisy songs, and the music 
of your harps will be heard no more." God views such music as "noise" because it is 
produced by a rebellious people. 

In one instance in the New Testament, the word "noise" is used in conjunction with music 
produced by professional mourners. We read in Matthew 9:23-24: "And when Jesus came 
into the ruler's house, and saw the minstrels and the people making a noise, He said unto 
them, 'Give place; for the maid is not dead, but sleepeth.' And they laughed him to 
scorn." In this case the music and the wailing are correctly characterized as "noise," 
because they consisted of incoherent sounds. 

On this occasion the Greek verb thorubeo refers to the musical wailing and noise making 
by minstrels and the crowd. The fact that Christ characterizes such music as "noise" 
suggests that the Lord does not approve of loud musical noise in a worship service. "It was 
a Semitic custom to hire professional mourners to wail, and sing and beat percussion 
instruments and play mournfully over the dead. . . . Although this verse definitively 
connects noise making with music in the New Testament, it does not implicate that in the 
New Testament dispensation we should make noise unto God with our religious music." 5 

The review of relevant texts indicates that the Bible does not sanction making a joyful 
noise unto the Lord, or any kind of noise making for that matter. God's people are invited 
to break forth in singing with power and joy. God does care about how we sing and play 
during the worship service. God has always demanded our best, when making an offering 
to him. As He required the burnt offerings to be "without blemish" (Lev 1:3), so it is 
reasonable to assume that He expects us to present Him with the very best musical 
offering. There is no biblical basis for believing that the loud, noise-making music or 
questionable lyrics are acceptable to God. 



The Place and Time of Singing 

The Bible instructs us to sing, not only in God's House, but also among unbelievers, in 
foreign countries, in time of persecution, and among the saints. The writer of Hebrews 
says: "In the midst of the congregation I will praise thee" (Heb 2:12). The Psalmist 
admonishes to "Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise in the assembly of the faithful" (Ps 
149:1). Paul affirms "I will praise thee among the Gentiles, and sing to thy name" (Rom 
15:9). Isaiah exhorts to praise God in the islands (Is 42:11-12). While in jail, Paul and Silas 
were "praying and singing hymns to God" (Acts 16:25). 

The frequent references to praising God among the heathens or Gentiles (2 Sam 22:50; 
Rom 15:9; Ps 108:3) suggest that singing was seen as an effective way to witness for the 
Lord to unbelievers. However, there are no indications in the Bible that the Jews or the 
early Christians borrowed secular tunes and songs to evangelize the Gentiles. On the 
contrary, the entertainment music and percussion instruments common in the pagan 
temples and society were conspicuously absent in the worship music of the Temple, 
synagogue, and early Christian gatherings. Both Jews and early Christians believed that 
secular music had no place in the house of worship. This point is clarified in the longer 
version of tis study. 

Singing, in the Bible, is not limited to the worship experience, but extends to the totality of 
one's existence. Believers who live in peace with God have a constant song in their hearts, 
though the singing may not always be vocalized. This is why the Psalmist says: "I will 
praise the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live" (Ps 146:2; 104:33. 
NIV). 

In Revelation those who come out of the great tribulation are seen standing before God's 
throne, singing with a loud voice a new song which says: "Salvation belongs to our God 
who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb" (Rev 7:10). Singing praises to God is an 
experience that begins in this life and continues in the world to come. 

The "New Song" of the Bible 

Nine times the Bible speaks of singing "a new song." Seven times the phrase occurs in the 
Old Testament (Ps 33:3; 40:3; 96:1; 98:1; 144:9; 149:1; Is 42:10) and twice in the New 
Testament (Rev 5:9; 14:3). Some argue that the contemporary pop religious music is the 
prophetic fulfillment of the biblical "new song," because pop songs have "new" lyrics and 



tunes. Others believe that Christians are required to sing new songs and, consequently, 
musicians constantly must compose new hymns for the church. 

There certainly is a continuing need for new hymns to enrich the worship experience of 
the church today. However, a study of the "new song" in the Bible reveals that the phrase 
"new song" refers not to a new composition, but to a new experience that makes it 
possible to praise God with new meaning. Let us look first at a couple of passages from 
the Old Testament which help us define the meaning of the "new song." The Psalmist 
says: "He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock 
and gave me a firm place to stand. He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to 
our God" (Ps 40:2-3, NIV). In this text, the "new song" is defined by the appositional 
phrase as "a hymn of praise to our God." It is the experience of deliverance from the 
slimy pit and of restoration upon solid ground that gives David reason to sing old hymns of 
praise to God with new meaning. 

The "new song" in the Bible is not associated with simpler lyrics or more rhythmic music, 
but with a unique experience of divine deliverance. For example, David says: "I will sing a 
new song to you, O God; on the ten-stringed lyre I will make music to you, to the One who 
gives victory to kings, who delivers his servant David from the deadly sword" (Ps 144:9-10. 
NIV). It is the experience of deliverance and victory that inspires David to sing with a new 
sense of gratitude the hymns of praises. 

The same concept is expressed in the two references to the "new song" found in the New 
Testament (Rev 5:9; 14:2). The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures sing a 
"new song" before the Throne of God. The song praises the Lamb "for thou wast slain and 
by thy blood didst ransom men for God" (Rev 5:9). 

On a similar note in Revelation 14, the redeemed join the elders and the living creatures 
in singing "a new song before the throne" (Rev 14:3). We are told that "no one could 
learn that song" except those "who had been redeemed from the earth" (Rev 14:3). What 
makes this song new, is not the new words or melody, but the unique experience of the 
redeemed. They are the only ones who can sing it, not because the words or melody are 
difficult to learn, but because of their unique experience. They came out of the great 
tribulation; thus they can express their praise and gratitude to God in a way no one else 
can do. 

The Greek word translated "new" is kainos, which means new in quality and not in time. 
The latter meaning is expressed by the Greek word neos. The Theological Dictionary of 



the New Testament clearly explains the difference between the two Greek words neos and 
kainos. "Neos is what is new in time or origin, . . . kainos is what is new in nature, different 
from the usual, impressive, better than the old." 

Only the person who has experienced the transforming power of God's grace can sing the 
new song. It is noteworthy that Paul's famous exhortation in Colossians 3:16 to "sing 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs" is preceded by his appeal to "put off the old 
nature with its practices and have put on the new nature, which is being renewed in 
knowledge after the image of its creator" (Col 3:9-10). The "new song" celebrates the 
victory over the old life and old songs; at the same time, it expresses gratitude for the new 
life in Christ experienced by believers. 

CONCLUSION 

Music has a special place and purpose in God's universe. It is a divine gift to the human 
family through which human beings can express their gratitude to God while experiencing 
delight within themselves. Pleasure in singing comes not from a rhythmic beat that 
stimulates people physically, but from the very experience of praising the Lord. "How 
good it is to sing praises to our God, how pleasant and fitting to praise him" (Ps 147:1. 
NIV). 

Singing is seen in the Bible as an offering of thanksgiving to the Lord for the blessings of 
creation, deliverance, protection, and salvation. We found this concept expressed 
especially in Psalm 69:30-31: "I will praise God's name in song and glorify him with 
thanksgiving. This will please the Lord more than an ox, more than a bull with its horns 
and hoofs." 

God does care about how we sing and play during the worship service. He is not pleased 
with unintelligible "loud noise," but with orderly, melodious, and intelligible singing. Those 
Bible texts that speak about making "a joyful noise" or "a loud noise" unto the Lord do not 
teach us to praise God with excessive amplification of the human voice or musical 
instruments during the worship service. Such a notion is derived from a mistranslation of 
ruwa as "loud noise." The correct translation as found in the NIV is "shouting for joy." 

Music is to be God-centered, not self-centered. The notion of praising the Lord for 
entertainment or amusement is foreign to the Bible. Percussion instruments which 
stimulate people physically through a loud and relentless beat are as inappropriate for 
church music today as they were for the Temple music in ancient Israel. 
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